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UM HIRES DIRECTO R FOR NEW ENVIRONM ENTAL HEALTH CENTER
MISSOULA The University of Montana has officially opened its brand-new Center for Environmental
Health Sciences following state Board of Regents’ approval and the arrival this month of its first
director.
Andrij Holian, an internationally known expert in environmental toxicology, is leaving his
post as professor of pharmacology and medicine at the University of Texas-Houston Health
Science Center to lead the UM center. The facility is housed in the pharmacy school’s
pharmaceutical sciences department and will study environmental impacts on human health.
Holian brings with him a highly respected reputation with the National Institute for
Environmental Health Sciences and the Environmental Protection Agency, influential contacts on
“the hill” in Washington, D.C., research grants totaling in the millions and good experience in
program building, according to Vernon Grund, pharmaceutical sciences chair.
Holian also brings a vision for the center’s future.
“My plan over the next five years is to hire up to 12 new faculty into three major core
areas of the center,” he said in a telephone interview from his Texas office. “I want the center to
do outstanding work and to be nationally and internationally visible. In order to do that, we must
focus the center in emerging areas that are not being well investigated now and that fit Montana’s
needs and national needs.” Holian is an expert on asbestos and silica fibers, Grund said.
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The center’s three core areas of research will be respiratory and immunotoxicology,
neurotoxicology, and genetic and molecular toxicology.
“We will be studying, for example, environmental impacts on asthma,” Holian said. “We’ll
be trying to explain autoimmunity. We’ll study the impact of environmental agents on cancer,
learning disabilities, Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s disease. And because we know about the DNA
genome now, this is the time we can start examining this and looking at these issues.”
Holian received undergraduate training at Bowling Green State University in Ohio and
earned a doctorate in chemistry from Montana State University. A bond with Montana he formed
there helped bring him to UM.
“I really enjoyed Montana,” he said, “and I always hoped that an opportunity would come
around that I could go back there in a useful manner. I saw the job opening (at UM) two years
ago, ... and after talking with Senator (U.S. Sen. Max) Baucus and other folks, I saw this as an
opportunity to build something and get some support.”
Holian built the graduate program in toxicology at Texas-Houston. He developed and
taught new courses for the program, served as its first director and secured funding from the
National Institutes of Health. He also served for many years as director of research for the
National Urban Air Toxic Research Center in Houston. At UM he’ll do some teaching in
toxicology, pharmacology and environmental health.
The Environmental Health Sciences Center has been three years in the planning stage,
spearheaded by Grund and pharmaceutical sciences Professors Richard Bridges and Charles
Thompson. Start-up funding includes $1.8 million in federal appropriations and more than $3
million in other grants, Grund said. The center should be fully rolling by Sept. 1.
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